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George Lardner, newsroom * 3 / 31/92 

The Washington Post 

1150 15 ^t., irn 

Washington, IXJ 20071 
Dear Goerge, 

As ray enclosed letter to the American Historical Keview indicates, I am well started 
in commenting on that disgraceful "forum 1 * in its April issue. I*ve not enclosed a copy 
because the copying alone if getting to be a, problem for us. It is 21 pages. If you want 
it 1*11 send it. Wmth wliat Ifim Lesar was not able tto get to the committees on Gates* 
flimflam I decided it would be better for us to have it done commercially. \ ( Jim ha s. not 
been well. Spoke to liim.last evening, lte said he'll get copies to ’the’ committee soon.) 

The 21 pages does not include the attachments, pages unnumbered. 

I've also been delayed by the interminable but unfortunately necessary doctor and 
hospital visits, foirn to tfohns Hopkins in the two weeks ended thi 3 past Wednesday. I 
have three this coming week there tliat I*m hoping to be able to consolidate into one trip. 

Otherwsae you and D 0 wnie would have heard from me on the Post's AHA coverage. You, 
plural, did not do yourselves proud and you did arm the Stoners if they want to beamed, 
as I think * they now do not, he having picked his chips up. Without him they'll get little 
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or no attention. 


As soon as I heard AI'iA say tliat Ai umes and Boswell are right because they say they 

are right and the JAIIA endorsed this I decied to submit what ^ know it won't publish to it. 

But 1*11 send you a copy as soon 4 s a finish the draf if I do not then decided to t*ike - 
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time to attach exhibits. I do liave thi3 in mind now but not all that firmly. x ime again. 

The embargo seems to me to have’ been rather firm. A friend who has access to Database 
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could not get a copy of the article or the pres /conference transcript as ofl day before 
yesterday, no the 28th. If as £ asked you, you have a press kit or such a transcript I*d 
appreciate a copy because I want to address this in detail. 1*11 start with the articles 

and then insert if I get teore where relevant. But the , clippings alone tellB me they set 
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themselves up if the media does not continue with wliat amounts to sycopluincy and suppression. 
But if it Sontmnea tliis way they have set themselves up for the histprical record, whethee 
or not anyone uses it later. But is tliis unusual, and if you think it is, any idea why? I 
find it hard to believe tliat the pathologist/editor did not have some serious questions. 

It is not easy to exaggerate how ve*?t bad, how entirely unproffesional the who tiling is! 

And that is to say nothing of the many outright lies tliat the slightest checking would have 
established are lie3. 



Dear George, 5/3l/ ( J2, believe it or not, 2:50 ami 

I can$t take excitement as 1 once could and right nou/ this is magnified by wliat I did 
not dre*ua JAM mokes possible and my abbreviated sleep but I write you feeling the excessive 
reaction to excitement anyway# And then 1*11 go out and get the Post and try to ease off 
going over it. 

-Having read thi3 incredible article (not yet the Dallas one) I tell you the potential, 
Mkith attention, i3 beyond belief. 

You may have heard me refer to "intellectual judo 11 in the past.Jt can for me have 
many form>; One is in makings proposal to 11 rani: Mankiewicz before I went to the hospital 
5/20. His response neither accepted it nor rejected it. I h^ive written him further, copy 
enclosed, and ask you to keep it confidential. 

I believe that Stone, having milked JPK for all he can, has no further interest but 
the man 1 s ego i3 such I'm not closing that door myself, lie can get attention I cannot and 
because I'll be doing the work I con keep it clean mid accurate. nnd unexagger&ted. 

I wonder i^ enough time has passed for the Post to face the entire question without 
any consideiwtion of any tiling other than traditional concepts of new* value? 

The pulled punches in your 5/20 story and wliat wa3 omitted as well as w/ht was included 
does not led me to bochieve that time has come yet. 

I expdct to address this incr<*lible business in a definitive way by what ^ think would 
be impartial assessment. I think that with responsible attention it can and shpuld mean the 
end of official adherence to the official solution to the cfime. As I seek means of finding 
responsible attention I^sk if you can find out for me what the Post tliinks and whether it * 
is ready to address wliat by normal standard would mean the end of any acceptance of the - 
official JEk mythology? 

I also ask that for now you and the Post keep my estimate and plains confidential. 

Yfith luck I'll be away only Y/ednesday, in Baltimore. 

Bestir*’ 
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